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Kable House is a 2-story brick structure set on a raised basement.
The hip roof originally had a belvedere which has since been removed.
The l-story porch across the front has slender, square chamfered columns
on pedestals. The unusual capitals are also square; each of the four
sides has a raised panel with pellet molding above it. These capitals
support slender carved brackets under the porch roof. Sawn millwork
balusters form the railing around the porch and up the front steps.

The first floor has five bays symmetrically grouped with two windows
on either side of the front door. The four windows have segmental arch
openings with 9/9 lights and carved wooden lintels. The front door was
. altered in 1917 to include an elliptical fanlight. The original door-

way had a rectangular transom topped by a segmental arch lintel; this
original framing is still visible. The glass-panel front door is
flanked by sidelights. :

The second floor windows originally echoed the five-bay arrangement
of the first floor, with a double window in the middle bay. All openings
had segmental arches with radiating voussoirs. These windows were
altered in the 20th C. into a three-bay arrangement with large triple
9/9 windows replacing the two windows on either side of the middle bay.
The brick addition topped by a sleeping porch on the right side of the
house is also a 20th C. alteration, replacing an earlier frame l-story
side porch.

Carved brackets with pendants alternate with raised brick panels in
the cornice. Brickwork throughout the house is 5 courses of stretchers
with a Flemish bond at every 6th course. There are three tall chimneys
decorated with vertical brick panelling and corbelled caps. .

The 1917 alterations were designed by the local architectural firm
of T. J. Collins & Son. The exterior changes included a new front door,
the elliptical fanlight, the second-floor windows and the brick wing
with sleeping porch on the right side of the house. Interior changes
were mainly concerned with the rearrangement of the interior space to
accommodate modernizations such as bathrooms and a kitchen.

Interior: The most extensive alteration of interior space was
the removal of the wall separating the entry hall from the main parlor.
A panelled beam supported by free-standing fluted Tuscan columns took
the place of the wall. The staircase was altered to include the curved
portion of the first thrte steps: Panelled wainscoting was added in
the hall, parlor-and up the stairs. 'The original parlor mantel was
replaced by one of Colonial Revival design with semi-engaged fluted

(to continuation sheet #1)
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Kable House, built 1873-74 for John W. Alby, is significant for
being the first building of the former Staunton Military Academy which
was recently purchased by adjacent Mary Baldwin College. Architecturally,
it is one of the most significant and elaborate Italianate structures
left in Staunton today.

In 1860 Captain William Hartman Kable founded the Charlestown Male
Academy, a boys' school in Charlestown, Virginia(now West Virginia).
After the Civil War, when West Virginia became a separate state, Kable
decided to move his school back to Virginia. 1In 1883 he relocated in
Staunton and purchased this house from Alby's trustee at a public
auction in 1884, The school was renamed . Staunton Male Academy until
it took on 2 military format in 1886, at which time il was renamed
Staunton Military Academy.

During the early years of the school, Kable lived in the house
along with some students who used the upstairs as a dormitory. Cradually,
as the schoal's enrollment grew, two frame buildings were added to the
campus, A frame addition <called "The Wing " and housing a dining hall
and more living quarters, was attached to the rear of the house.

In 1900 due to his advancing years, the schooi's founder turned
over the administration of SMA to his son, Col. William G. Kable, under
whose guidance SMA's reputation and attendance grew steadily.

A great fire swept through the SMA campus in 1904, destroying all
the buildings but Kable House and "The Wing." All the present SMA
buildings except Kable House postdate this fire. 1In 1913 "The Wing"
was dismantled and a new Mess Hall, designed by the local architectural
firm of T. J. Collins & Son, was erected at the rear of Kable House.
In 1917 Colling's firm designed a remodelling plan for Col. Kable's
house. This plan called for the reorganization of ;the interior space
to include modernizations such as bathrooms, kitchen, etc., but also
for some exterior changes. Kable House remained an integral part of
the school and was used for classrooms and administrative offices in
more recent years.

_Stauntén Military Academy was the first school in the South to
recelve an "honor school" rating from the War Department. Locally,
- (to continuation sheet #1)
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7. DESCRIPTION

Tuscan columns supporting an entablature undecorated except for dentil
blocks under the mantel shelf. An identical mantel is in the south-
east back room. The six-panel double pocket doors were retained as
were most of the matching four-panel doors throughout the house. An
original mantel remains in the southwest front room, It features
recessed, round-headed panels in the supports flanking the opening,

a long elliptical, recessed panel in the frieze flanked by two bracket~
like forms and a curved mantel shelf. The original flooring has been
covered by one of narrow oak planking. _ '

WF

8. SIGNIFICANCE

it has certainly been one of the most prominent institutions in
Staunton's history for nearly a century. SMA remained one of the
nation's leading military preparatory schools until it closed in
1976 and was purchased by Mary Baldwin College.

WF

9., MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Staunton Tax and Deed Records. City Hall - Office of the Clerk of
Circuit Court, Staunton. o
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description - 310 Prospect Street
Legal Description - City Engineer's Map #343, 1958, Block B, Parcel #1
of Mary Baldwin College/Staunton Military Academy,
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EJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Pflsterer, Fred. "Future of Great Military School Still Uncertain."
The Staunton Leader(Area Bicentennial Edition), July 2, 1976.

"Records Divulge School's History." Augqusta Historical Bulletin 13
(Spring, 1977).
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